
Warren County will be a Ractopamine (Paylean© and Optaflexx©) Free Swine Show in 2020 
 
Recent announcements by US pork packers have indicated that they will no longer purchase pigs fed 
ractopamine (Paylean© and Optaflexx©), including packers that have received market hogs from the 
Warren County Fair. While we realize that Paylean© is still a legal product that is approved for use by 
the FDA, the position taken by packers to no longer purchase swine that have been exposed to 
ractopamine will change both the commercial and show pig markets in the United States. Packers are 
responding to consumer demand, including restrictions placed by our largest trade partners to 
eliminate ractopamine in swine diets. The packer’s position reflects a “never ever” approach. No 
ractopamine ever in the pig’s life, including when they are young hogs. Simply put, we will not have a 
market for our Warren County Fair pigs if we don’t change with the industry and adopt a “never ever” 
rule on ractopamine. We are not alone in this change. The Ohio State Fair will be a ractopamine free 
show starting in 2020 and their guidelines will be available soon. 
 
So that you are aware, the residues of ractpamine will remain in the pig throughout their life and can 
be detected in its tissue during postmortem inspections which are commonly done in US packing 
plants. Since fair pigs are tattooed for permanent identification, contaminated carcasses can be 
traced directly back to the exhibitor. There could be serious financial consequences if your pig 
contaminates an entire load of pigs destined for slaughter. 
 
For the reasons mentioned above and to help insure that we have a place to market Warren County 
Fair hogs, the Warren County Agricultural Society has adopted the following rules effective January 
20, 2020. 

 
The Warren County Agricultural Society encourages our families to take the following steps to insure 
your pigs are not exposed to ractopamine: 

1) Purchase ractopamine free feed from reputable dealers. 
2) Fully clean your previous year’s pens, feeders, housing and feed storage bins to avoid 

unintentional cross-contamination of your current swine projects. 
3) Properly dispose of any remaining supplies of ractopamine containing feed that you may still 

possess.  
4) Ask your show pig suppliers if they have fed any ractopamine containing feeds to their show 

prospects. If they have or refuse to answer the question, then changing your show pig supplier 
is highly recommended. Remember, we have a “never ever” policy on ractopamine. 

 
If you have any questions about this rule change, they can be directed to the Greg Meyer, Ohio State 
University Extension Educator at (513)695-1311 or by email at meyer.213@osu.edu.  

1) The Warren County Fair will be a ractopamine free swine show starting in 2020. The 
feeding of any ractopamine to swine, including Paylean© and Optaflexx© is not 
permitted. We will adopt a “never ever” approach to these products. 

2) A parent/guardian will be required to sign an affidavit stating their pigs have never been 
exposed to ractopamine (Paylean© and Optaflexx©). You will not be permitted to show 
or sell your pigs without a signed affidavit on file. 
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