Warren County 4-H Livestock
Judging Program

2026 Information & Tentative Schedule

Practice starts May 7"
For more information, contact Greg Meyer at meyer.213@osu.edu
or (513)695-1311

Picture: 2024 Warren County 4-H judging team at the National Western
in Denver, CO. The team finished ninth out of 25 states in the contest.

About the Program

The Warren County 4-H Livestock Judging Program is respected throughout the state. Our teams have won
state competitions and have competed well in national contests. We expect to place high when we go to
contests. The Ohio State Fair contest is our priority. The top placing senior teams at the Ohio State Fair are
selected to represent Ohio 4-H at National livestock judging contests. Past Warren County 4-H teams have
represented Ohio 4-H at contests in Colorado, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, North Carolina, Pennsylvania,
and Virginia.

Eligibility

Open to any Warren County 4-H member. The teams are divided into divisions by 4-H age. Seniors are 14 years
and older and juniors are 13 years and younger. Experience with livestock and livestock judging is not required
to participate in this program. We will teach you what you need to know to compete in livestock judging
contests.

What Will You Learn?

e You will learn how to evaluate beef cattle, meat goats, sheep and swine based upon current industry
standards.

e  You will learn how to gather facts and organize your thoughts to make better decisions.

o You will learn how to give an oral reasons presentation to defend the decisions that you make.

Rules & Expectations

1) Have fun, work hard, and do your own work.

2) Practices start at 6:30 p.m. Be on time. Bring a notebook and pen/pencil.

3) You are expected to be at every practice. If you cannot make a practice, you must alert Greg before the

practice.

4) Cell phones must be shut off during practices. No exceptions.

5) Team members must attend at least five practices to be eligible to participate in the Ohio State Fair. Make-
up practices for excused absences may be available to reach the total. Every 4-Her that meets this
attendance rule CAN and is expected to judge in the Ohio State Fair Judging Contest.

6) Livestock judging and oral reasons are skills that must be developed. You will need to work on your own to

reach your full potential. We will have weekly take-home assignments for all team members.

Program Goals for 2026
1) Everyone attends at least 80% of the meetings.
2) Everyone completes every weekly homework assignment.
3) Improve your skills every week.
4) Win the Ohio State Fair.
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2026 Warren County 4-H Livestock Judging Team — Tentative Practice Schedule
All practices (unless otherwise noted) will be held at the Warren County Extension Office (320 E. Silver Street, Lebanon)

May 7t 6:30 p.m. —8:30 p.m.  Extension Meeting Room
May 14t No Practice

May 21 6:30 p.m. —8:30 p.m.  Extension Meeting Room
May 28 6:30 p.m. —8:30 p.m.  Extension Meeting Room
June 4t 6:30 p.m. —8:30 p.m.  Extension Meeting Room
June 11t 6:30 p.m. —8:30 p.m. Extension Meeting Room
June 18t 6:30 p.m. —8:30 p.m. Extension Meeting Room

June 19™ — 21t OSU ATI Judging Camp, Wooster (Optional)

June 25t 6:30 p.m. —8:30 p.m. Extension Meeting Room
July 2 6:30 p.m. —8:30 p.m. Extension Meeting Room
July 9 6:30 p.m. —8:30 p.m.  Extension Meeting Room
July 23 3:00 p.m. Warren County Fair Livestock Judging Contest (MANDATORY)
July 26 All Day Ohio State Fair Judging Contest
8:30 a.m. Registration
10:00 a.m. Contest
Weekly Assignments

Weekly assignments will be given that include judging classes on an online website for all team
members. Team members will eventually be required to complete an oral reasons assignment each
week.

Ohio State ATI Livestock Judging Camp

Ohio State ATI’s Collegiate Livestock Judging Program is hosting a youth judging camp on June 19-21
in Wooster on campus. Any 4-H age can attend. Judging camps offer great opportunities for quick
improvement on reasons and sorting livestock. | would highly recommend you consider attending
and for those starting to think about judging in college, this is a great way to start making connections
at ATI. More details soon.




