
2026 Premier Exhibitor Award 
An award will be presented to honor the Junior Fair Exhibitor that does the most outstanding job in their species 
during the 2026 Warren County Fair. Categories included in the calculation of the award will include conformation 
judging, showmanship, project interviews, skill-a-thon and herdsmanship. To be eligible for the award, exhibitors 
must compete in all categories, and they must sign-up for the premier exhibitor award on their fair entry. 
Exhibitors do not need to show a market animal to be eligible. Consult the Premier Exhibitor Fair Book Section for 
scoring information for each species. The following departments will have an award in 2026:  

• Alpacas/Llamas 

• Beef Cattle (includes market beef, feeder calves and breeding cattle) 

• Dairy Cattle 

• Goat – Dairy Goats, Pygmy Goats, Fiber Goats, Cart Goats & Pack Goats 

• Horse 

• Meat Goat – Market Goats & Boer Breeding Does 

• Poultry (includes breeding and market for chickens, ducks, geese, and turkeys) 

• Rabbits (market and breeding) 

• Sheep 

• Swine 
The awards will be announced during the Grand Showman of Showmen Contest on Friday evening. The top ten 
exhibitors from each species will be recognized and will receive an award. 
 

Herdsmanship – 5 points maximum 

 
Exhibitors will receive a score for herdsmanship. There will no longer be a specific award for herdsmanship, but 
instead, it will be a category for the Premier Exhibitor Award. The scoring will be done by the Senior 
Superintendent (or an individual/committee selected by the Senior Superintendent) from each species. The criteria 
used will be the following: 

• Cleanliness of animals. 

• Cleanliness of pens. 

• Identification of animals by breed, sex & age and the owner’s name and 4-H club affiliation. 

• Cleanliness and orderliness of the area around the pen. 

• Evidence that the animal is being properly fed, watered, and cared for by the exhibitor. 

• Courteous and helpfulness to other exhibitors. 
The scoring system will be the following: 
5 = Excellent; 4 = Very Good; 3 = Good; 2 = Average; 1 = Poor 
 

Conformation Judging, Project Interviews and Showmanship 

 
Conformation Judging, Showmanship and Project Interviews Scoring System 
Class Size & Point Values 

 3 or Less 4 or 5  6 or More 

First Place 6 8 10 

Second Place 4 6 8 

Third Place 2 4 6 

Fourth Place  2 4 

Fifth Place  1 2 

• Note: Class size is number of exhibitors or animals that compete in the class, not the number of entries 
listed in the show bill. 

 
 
 
 



Conformation Judging – 10 points maximum 
Exhibitors will receive a score for their highest scoring animal during the main show (not the county born show) of 
the species. If the exhibitor has multiple animals in the species, they will receive a score for only one animal. 
Having a champion animal does not increase the score. The class is an animal conformation class and can include 
breeding or market classes.  
 The following departments have an alternative scoring system to replace conformation judging: 

• Alpaca/Llama: Exhibitors will receive points for their placing in the obstacle class. 

• Goat: Exhibitors can receive points for their placing in the cart and pack classes. 
 
Project Interviews – 10 points maximum 
Exhibitors will receive a score for their project interview class placing. Exhibitors that interview on the alternative 
project interview date will receive no score and are ineligible for awards. 
 
Showmanship – 10 points maximum 
Exhibitors will receive a score for their showmanship class placing.  
 

Skill-a-thon – 10 points maximum 

 
Skill-a-thons will consist of 20 questions with each question being worth 0.5 points for a maximum of 10 points. 
The exhibitor’s skill-a-thon score will be added to their premier exhibitor total. 
 

Tiebreaker Criteria 

 
If the total score is tied, then the tiebreaker criteria is: 

1) Total number of categories with points scored (scores in all five categories beats scores in only four 
categories) 

2) Higher skill-a-thon score 
3) Higher project interview score 
4) Higher showmanship score 
5) Higher herdsmanship score 
6) Higher conformation judging score 
7) Which exhibitor had more animals in their conformation judging class? 
8) If it is still tied, it will remain a tie. 

 


